Introductory Speech by Warwick and Alison Mars

Convenors – Sexual Integrity Forum

Warwick’s words in black

Alison’s words in red
We warmly welcome you to Parliament House Canberra, the nation’s capital for the Sexual Integrity Forum.  We in particular would like to thank both Jennie George, Member for Throsby who is our sitting member for where we live for her wonderful support.  Jennie will be hosting tonight’s dinner in the Reps Alcove with Dr Mary Anne Layden.  Dr Mary Anne Layden will be speaking on the subject of ‘The Human Cost of the sex Industry’.  Jennie George has a passion for justice for those women who have been shockingly treated as sex slaves her in Australia.
We would also like to thank Senator Connie Fierravanti-Wells, a very strong supporter of the Sexual Integrity Forum.  Senator Connie Fierravanti-Wells is passionate to end the abuse of children and has worked for many yeas with Fr Riley’s programme – ‘Youth off the Streets’.  You will hear from both of these wonderful women in a few moments.

We welcome Dr Mary Anne Layden who is one of the world foremost authorities on the combined subjects of pornography, sexual exploitation, prostitution and sex trafficking.  We look forward to hearing from you this morning and later at this evening dinner.  Dr Mary Anne Layden will be speaking tomorrow night at the ACT Parliament House in the city of Canberra for those who would like to hear her again, or let colleagues and friends have the opportunity to hear her.  Dr Mary Anne is an extraordinary woman, as you will soon find out, and we are very grateful for your sacrifice to come to Australia to speak to us.

We also recognise each of our many presenters who have travelled long distances to be with us, mostly at their own cost.  All of you have given up your valuable time, and for this we salute you.  We would especially like to thank those who have worked so hard behind the scenes and also thank our many sponsors as listed in the handbook, whose work and monetary input have enabled this forum to come into being.

Lastly this forum could not be a success without your input.  Yes, I’m talking to you, and you and you and you.  You are the delegates.  You are the people who are going to provide a definition of what sexual integrity really means.  You are going to come with policies that will help save our children’s lives.  In your electives you are going to try to come up with creative solutions to the sexual problems that beset our nation in the area of inter-gender relationships.
Two years ago the Fatherhood Foundation convened our nation’s first Fatherhood Forum here in Parliament House. From that Forum we produced the 12 pt Plan to restore fatherhood in our nation.  At that Forum we established 100% agreement on the finished document.  This is the sort of consensus we will be aiming for here in this forum.  Our minimum is 80% consensus but 100% is our goal.  Let’s aim for it together.  
The preamble in the 12pt Plan states, ‘The quality of the relationships between our nation’s mothers and fathers and our children will determine the destiny of Australia.  The Sexual Integrity Forum is founded on this principle.  Relationships are the key to our nation’s future.  That’s why the goal of the Sexual Integrity Forum is to 'promote quality relationships between men and women for the purpose of ending the sexual exploitation of women and children in Australia in the 21st Century.  The Sexual Integrity Forum goal is gender reconciliation, and to come up with the answers that will advance that cause.  The 6 elective subjects are all worded very carefully to support the cause of gender reconciliation.  Anything less than this is simply not acceptable.

1)  Define sexual integrity.  Promote both debate and education on the topic of ‘sexual integrity’ in Australia at a national level.

2)  Promote the need for sexual integrity in order to foster gender equality, gender reconciliation and healthy family relationships.

3)  Promote the need for sexual integrity in media, communications, advertising and the workplace for the greater good of the whole community.

4)  Promote the regulation of the internet to curtail the sexual exploitation of women and children.

5)  Advocate for the ending of sexual slavery – in particular the end of international trafficking in women for prostitution in Australia. 

6) Promote the need for sexual integrity to bring an end to the sexual abuse of children.

“Why have a Sexual Integrity Forum?”  The statistics coming from our sexually dysfunctional society scream for an answer:

· Sexual assault has increased by almost 30% since 1999.

· Men in prison for sexual assault have doubled since 1988.

· The risk of sexual violence doubled in adulthood for women who were abused as a child.

· 84% of boys and 60% of girls have had exposure to internet pornography.

· 73% of boys and 11% of girls have watched x-rated videos.

· 2/3rds of sex crimes in Australia are committed against our children.

These statistics are pleading for our action.  Your presence here in the Main Committee Room in Parliament House is open testimony to the need to restore sexual integrity in Australia.  The challenge will be for us to be very open and honest with each other, to hear not only each other’s words but also each other’s hearts.  In the past, the Fatherhood Foundation has held forums that have been very successful.  This success is contingent on the ability of each delegate to listen and walk in another’s shoes and to show honour and respect to those who join us on the journey.  These attitudes of the heart are the keys to the success of the Sexual Integrity Forum.

1. Blame not, judge not, and make no assumptions

2. Listen intently and carefully. Look from the listener’s perspective

3. Identify the kernel of truth in every argument, especially those you totally oppose

4. Treat everyone with honour, respect, dignity and sensitivity

5. Always relate to the big picture i.e. gaining sexual integrity in Australia

6. Let the past be a reference, not a pivot for the future

7. Look for common principles

8. Put differences in context

9. Deal with issues, not personalities

10. Pursue unity with diversity

What has brought us as leaders in the fatherhood men’s movement to initiate this important forum.  The goal of the Fatherhood foundation is the development in Australia of fathering excellence.  We  believe that Australia will one day have the best dads in the world.  Our goal is that fathers are involved, responsible, committed and loving to their wives and children and we conduct seminars and fatherhood mentoring courses to achieve this.
1) I was in Tasmania doing a fatherhood seminar in Launceston.  The title was called, ‘seven Secrets for Success’.  I use an acrostic of SUCCESS for this.  There are three ‘s’s in success but in my seminar, none of those ‘s’s stand for sex because I am trying to deal with other issues besides this one for fathers.  I was foolish enough to ask a rhetorical question, “What does the first S stand for?”  Some joker at the back of the room yelled out, “SEX” and I retorted, “Wrong!”  All night long I kept thinking that he was right and I was wrong.  The first step in becoming a father is sex.
2) We would like to pause for a moment to reflect on the tragic passing of 9-year-old Ebony Simpson in 1992. Ebony was on her way home from school in Bargo when a man took her and put her in the boot of his car. This man raped and violated her, and as she pleaded for her life, tied her with fencing wire and threw her in a dam to die. We dedicate the Sexual Integrity Forum to the memory of Ebony Simpson.  
3) While we were recording our most recent album, Fathers, with our family band Warwick showed up one morning at the studio to lay down some guitar tracks.  When he got there he enquired of the sound engineer where a man called Geoff was who had been helping us with our recording.  His reply was, “Haven’t you heard?  Geoff’s in gaol!”  Geoff had been arrested for sexually molesting his two teenage step daughters. It came as a great shock to us as we had known Geoff and his family for a number of years and had no idea that there were any problems.  Some time before we had found a lot of porn images on our computer after we had been away and our house had been used by quite a few families.  On reflection Geoff had obviously been addicted to internet pornography with unthinkable results.  He had been working with us on an album about fathers and yet his own fathering was tragically flawed.
4) I was in Pru Goward’s office one day and we were having a robust conversation about whether women were still suffering gender discrimination.  I argued that this was not the case.  Pru argued differently.  “What about the woman in the boardroom who comes up with a good idea, but it is ignored,” she said. “Later a man suggests the same idea and it is applauded.”  I had to admit that she was right.  Often women are ignored or treated as sex objects.  I began to think about the epidemic of pornography in our nation and how most men have been affected by the pornographication of our society.  This sex doll that I asked a close friend to purchase here in Fyshwick exemplifies what a lot of Australian men actually think about Australian women.  

Women are good for one use only – to have sex with.

Women are really like blow-up plastic sex dolls that can be treated as lower levels of the species by the male of the species.

Women are disposable creatures.

This blow-up plastic sex doll that I am showing you today is a sad testimony to the fact that gender equality is still not a reality in Australia today.

Professor Warren Farrell puts it this way, “For the first time in history, the sexes have an opportunity to redefine love.”  The Sexual Integrity Forum could play a key part in this process.  The challenge is to find unity in our diversity and accept that in some areas we will never have the same point of view.

We thank you for your contribution to the restoration of sexual integrity in Australia.  The Sexual Integrity Forum is all about your passion for change, your willingness to listen, your creative policy ideas and your ability to bring change through love.

The song, ‘I wanna know what love is’, is a very apt description of the broad purpose of this Sexual Integrity Forum, here in Parliament House.

Love is still the greatest force in the universe, and perhaps here over the next two days we can discover it together.

