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Introduction

We thank you for taking the time to read Sexual Integrity. The Sexual Integrity publication is the result of the Sexual Integrity Forum that was held in Parliament House, Canberra on 7-8 August, 2005. The last section of the Sexual Integrity publication called Sixteen Reasons for Sexual Integrity was inspired by the Sexual Integrity Forum. All the authors and researchers, but one, Dr Stuart Reece from Brisbane, attended the Sexual Integrity Forum at Parliament House and the editorial consulting team for both sections of this document attended the Sexual Integrity Forum and were able to provide valuable insights and suggestions to ensure the accuracy of the information provided.

We would like to thank the Parliamentarians who were our main speakers and sponsors of the Sexual Integrity Forum in Parliament House. They include our major co-sponsors of the Sexual Integrity Forum Jennie George, MP for Throsby, who has made a stand against the sexual exploitation of women. Jennie has spoken many times in Parliament on this important issue. Senator Concetta Fierravanti-Wells, representing NSW was the other major Parliamentary sponsor. Connie has a passion to fight against the evil of child sexual abuse, for which we applaud her.

We again honour and thank those Parliamentarians who spoke or sent letters of support for the Sexual Integrity Forum. We would also like to thank the mothers and fathers from all over Australia who have written in support since the forum. We honour and appreciate you.

Lastly we would like to pause for a moment to reflect on the tragic passing of 9-year-old Ebony Simpson in 1992. Ebony was on her way home from school in Bargo when a man took her and put her in the boot of his car. This man raped and violated her, and as she pleaded for her life, tied her with fencing wire and threw her in a dam to die. We dedicated the Sexual Integrity Forum to the memory of Ebony Simpson. We also dedicate this Sexual Integrity document to Ebony Simpson. It is our hope and prayer that this publication will save many young children from a similar fate. Together we can make a difference. It is time to make a stand. We can be silent no longer.

Warwick and Alison Marsh - Fatherhood Foundation

Sexual Integrity Forum Convenors
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The publishing team would like to thank all those Sexual Integrity Forum delegates who contributed to formulating the Sexual Integrity Strategic Plan. Without your sacrifice of coming to Canberra to spend time from your many pressing and worthwhile activities, this policy plan would not exist. We thank the editorial team who helped finalise the document to ensure it had not strayed from the original forum proposals. The policy editorial team members include: Jamie Boyd, Geoffrey Bullock, Keith Campbell, Linton Deane, Jonathan and Karen Doyle, David d’Lima, Richard Egan, Mary Louise Fowler, Babette Francis, Rob Furlong, John Grant, Kate Handevidt, Terry Harding, Bronwen Healey, Rob Jones, John Miller, Paul Monagle, Bill Muehlenberg, Dr Tim O’Neill, Matt Rendell, Betty Roberts, Jane Rookes, Kevin Sargeant, Steve Schofield, Lyle Shelton, Jack Sonnemann, Colin Stollery, Wanda Taylor, Gabrielle Walsh, Paul Whyte, Ross Wilson and David Yates. Special thanks to Paul Roper for editorial assistance. Many other forum members have also contributed significantly to the integrity and accuracy of the Sexual Integrity Strategic Policy Plan. 

Sexual Integrity Strategic Policy Plan
History and Background

Men and women gathered from every state of Australia on 8-9 August 2005 for the first National Sexual Integrity Forum. The event was held over two full days in the Main Committee Room, Parliament House, Canberra, the capital of Australia. The Sexual Integrity Forum was sponsored by Parliamentarians representing the Liberal, National, Labor and Family First parties. We would especially like to thank Jennie George, MP for Throsby and Senator Concetta Fierravanti-Wells representing NSW, who co-sponsored the Sexual Integrity Forum. Our thanks also go to special speakers and Parliamentary sponsors such as Hon Kevin Andrews, Member for Menzies; Lindsay Tanner, Member for Melbourne; Michael Ferguson, Member for Bass; Anthony Byrne, Member for Holt and Senator Steve Fielding representing Victoria. We would also like to thank the many other Parliamentarians who were able to come and speak after our reporting session at the conclusion of the Forum. We are very grateful for this gracious and kind bipartisan support from our Parliamentarians, without which the Sexual Integrity Forum could not have proceeded.

The delegates that attended included both federal and state Parliamentarians, local councillors including a deputy lord mayor, individuals representing men and women’s groups, feminists, pro-family groups, fatherhood groups, lawyers, church groups, law enforcement agencies, government and educational bodies, marriage counsellors, journalists, academics and social researchers, single fathering groups, child abuse prevention charities, sex education groups, former prostitutes and a brothel manager, ministers of religion, youth workers, policy advisors, IT and ISP provider/consultants, business owners, invited guests and ordinary Australians.

The stated goal of the Sexual Integrity Forum was:

To promote quality relationships between men and women for the purpose of ending the sexual exploitation of women and children in Australia in the 21st Century.

The keynote speaker for the Sexual Integrity Forum was Dr Mary Anne Layden, Director of Education and Co-director of the Sexual Trauma and Psychopathology program, Centre for Cognitive Therapy Department of Psychiatry, University of Pennsylvania, USA. Dr Mary Anne Layden is a world renowned authority on the sexual abuse of women and on the links between pornography, violent sex crime, prostitution and the trafficking of women for prostitution. 
Dr Mary Anne Layden was joined by an impressive cast of Australian speakers, many of whom are leaders in the sexual integrity movement in Australia. Jonathan Doyle, M.Ed, founder of Choicez.com.au; Richard Egan CEO, Australian Family Association, WA; Dr Michael Flood, post doctoral fellow, Australian Research Centre (having previously worked with Dr Clive Hamilton at the Australian Institute); Dr Sue Packer AM, FRACP Paediatrician, head of the Child at Risk Assessment Unit, Canberra Hospital; Paul MacRae, director of Business Developments, Messagelabs (Asia Pacifica) and CEO, Security Principles Pty Ltd; David Ramsey, CEO and director of Internet Sheriff; Shirley Woods, field and social worker for Project Respect, Melbourne; Linda Watson, former madam and prostitute and founder of Linda’s House of Hope, Perth, WA; Bronwen Healy, a former prostitute from Brisbane; Sean Thackray, a young man who had been addicted to Internet porn; Melinda Tankard Reist, author and director of the Women’s Forum Australia; Jack Sonnemann, founder of Federation for the Family; Inspector Don Craill, head of the Transnational Sexual Exploitation and Trafficking Team, Australian Federal Police. 

The Sexual Integrity Forum was convened by Warwick and Alison Marsh of the Fatherhood Foundation, based in Wollongong, NSW. The Fatherhood Foundation is a harm prevention charity, whose main goal is to improve the well-being of children by increasing the proportion of children growing up with involved, responsible, committed and loving fathers. The Fatherhood Foundation team call this ‘excellence in fathering’. Research in social science reveals that the lack of an involved, committed, responsible and loving father in a child’s life can to lead to an increase in child poverty, child sexual abuse, teenage sexual dysfunction, child emotional abuse, child physical abuse, child and adult drug abuse, child and adult increase in suicide, child and adult self harm and many other destructive and abusive human behaviours. 
The Fatherhood Foundation team convened and organised the Sexual Integrity Forum at Parliament House for the fundamental purpose of beginning a national discussion/dialogue on the need for increased levels of sexual integrity for the greater good of Australian families which are made up of the mothers, fathers and children of Australia.

The objectives of the Sexual Integrity Forum were:

1) Define sexual integrity – promote education and national debate on sexual integrity.

2) Promote the need for sexual integrity in order to foster gender equality, gender reconciliation and healthy family relationships.

3) Promote the need for sexual integrity in media, communications, advertising and the workplace for the greater good of the whole community.

4) Promote the regulation of the Internet to curtail the sexual exploitation of women and children.

5) Advocate for the ending of sexual slavery – in particular the end of international trafficking in women for sexual slavery and prostitution in Australia.

6) Promote the need for sexual integrity to bring an end to the sexual abuse of children.

Every effort was made by the Fatherhood Foundation to invite a broad range of people from the Australian community. There was a good cross section of political parties represented. The leader of the Democrats, Lyn Allison, and the Greens, Bob Brown, were both invited but were unable to attend. People from many different faith groups were present, including atheists and agnostics. Inter-faith groups extended invitations to Muslim and Jewish representatives.

The Sexual Integrity Forum was essentially a policy development/think-tank forum and so had to be limited in size in order to achieve its objectives. The Sexual Integrity Forum was also an opportunity to honour some of the long time leaders within the sexual integrity movement. Several awards were given at the evening dinner which was kindly sponsored by Jennie George MP. There proved to be a huge interest from the general public in the Sexual Integrity Forum and many were turned away from both the forum and the dinner.

The Sexual Integrity Forum and visit by Dr Mary Anne Layden received wide coverage from both electronic and print media. Parliamentary interest in the results of the Sexual Integrity Forum has been encouraging from most of the major political parties with a positive bi-partisan support for the need to develop stronger policies to address these important issues.

Policy Development and Voting Procedures

The vision of the Sexual Integrity Forum was to develop a strategic policy plan that would represent the feelings of the majority of Australian families and concerned citizens. Consensus on policy decisions was the goal of the Forum. Consensus was defined as an 80 per cent majority of votes. The organisers of the Sexual Integrity Forum are pleased to announce that 100 per cent voting consensus was achieved on all strategic policy suggestions. The amazing level of consensus on these policies shows that the Australian public is interested in the need to preserve and strengthen our sexual integrity as a nation. The broad consensus on these common sense policy initiatives is also sending a clear message to our legislators that the time has come for action.
Definition

The greatest challenge before the Sexual Integrity Forum delegates was to define sexual integrity. The ensuing discussion was open and frank. The following definition of sexual integrity was agreed upon by the forum delegates. It might be noted that the question, ‘What do you think it is?’ was added to the definition to encourage further debate on this important subject.

‘Sexual integrity is valuing, developing and expressing our sexuality in ways that are non-exploitive, mutually wanted, unifying and life enhancing . . .
What do you think it is?’

The Sexual Integrity Forum believes the following ‘sayings’ express the above definition in a way the average Australian could understand:

· Sexual Integrity . . . value yourself

· Sexual Integrity . . . you deserve it

· Sexual Integrity . . . we deserve it

· Sexual Integrity . . . our children deserve it

· Sexual Integrity . . . honours me, honours you

· Sexual Integrity . . . a healthy choice

· Sexual Integrity . . . it’s just good manners

· Sexual Integrity . . . is wholeness

· Sexual Integrity . . . being fair dinkum

· Sexual Integrity . . . not selling out

The Problem

Australia’s current social situation is characterised by increasing levels of child sexual abuse, sexual crime, breakdown of family and relationships, rise in sexually transmitted diseases, sexual exploitation and sexual dysfunction.

These identifiable problems are often exacerbated by the media and their often-distorted depiction of human sexuality. These problems are further worsened by poor leadership from our community leaders such as: political and civil leaders, business and legal leaders, church and community leaders, sporting and media personalities and many other leaders in the public arena. Those community and political leaders who have made a strong stand for sexual integrity are to be commended. We also applaud leaders from within the sexual integrity movement who have fought long and hard to end the sexual exploitation of women and children.

Another side to the problem is the lack of positive legislation. In some cases legislation exists in Australia that legalises the sexual exploitation of women and children. Classification laws are badly drafted and poorly administrated. In certain places law enforcement agencies refuse to enforce legislation. At times the legal profession is a silent partner to these inequities. Variables in the law and the enforcement of the law mean that in some states and territories, the sexual exploitation industry prospers due to lack of co-ordinated planning by federal, state and local governments.

A Call to Action

It’s time to promote quality relationships between men and women for the purpose of ending the sexual exploitation of women and children in Australia in the 21st century. It’s time to promote true gender equality where a woman’s sexuality is not something that can be bought and sold. It’s time to call an end to the commoditisation of womanhood and the trivialising of a woman’s sexual beauty with derogatory jokes and innuendoes. It’s time to call an end to the exploitation of male sexuality by the pornographers and pimps that use sexual imagery in order to make money at another man’s expense. It’s time to take a stand to protect our sons and daughters from the adult sexual invasion of their world, robbing them of their innocence. 
It is time to make our libraries, schools, playgrounds and churches safe places for our children once again. It’s time to call men as fathers to a higher level of sexual accountability than ever before. It’s time to call Australian fathers to become fathers of excellence for their children and marriage partners. It’s time for men to admit to unnatural sexual addictions and seek help and counsel from other men. It’s time for Australian men to treasure the gift of their own sexuality and stay true to the one they love. It’s time for the women of Australia and the women’s movement to rise up and speak with one voice to say, ‘enough is enough’. It’s time for men and women to commit to the journey of sexual integrity that is needed to bring sexual health and wholeness to the entire Australian community. It’s time for the sexual integrity movement to make a stand. It’s time for the Federal Government to co-ordinate with state and local government to develop a national plan to legislate to support sexual integrity. It’s time for media executives to show leadership in sexual integrity for the sake of our children. It’s time for our political and civic leaders to show both personal and legislative leadership in promoting sexual integrity. It’s time for a change.

The Sexual Integrity Forum calls for men and women of good will to stand up and be counted and show leadership in sexual integrity. As Edmund Burke said, ‘All that’s needed for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing.’ 
Sexual Integrity Strategic Policy Plan

Preamble and Definition

The Sexual Integrity Forum has formulated a ten point strategic plan to promote quality relationships between men and women for the purpose of ending the sexual exploitation of men, women and children in Australia in the 21st century. We believe that the Sexual Integrity Strategic Plan is the beginning of a national debate on the need to restore sexual integrity and to encourage that debate. Together with the Government and media, we pledge ourselves to ongoing dialogue on this important subject. The Sexual Integrity Forum calls on the citizens, families, communities and churches of Australia to reclaim their rightful place in the sexual integrity dialogue. In the definition below we ask the question of every Australian, ‘What do you think ‘sexual integrity’ is?’ The definition of sexual integrity as shown below was agreed to by the Sexual Integrity Forum delegates for use with the Sexual Integrity Strategic Plan.
‘Sexual integrity is valuing, developing and expressing our sexuality in ways that are non-exploitive, mutually wanted, unifying and life enhancing . . .
What do you think it is?’

The Sexual Integrity Forum believes that sexual integrity is an important social good, associated with an impressively broad array of positive outcomes for children and adults alike. The Sexual Integrity Forum is united in its call for a greater expression of sexual integrity in our public and private lives. 
1) Call for Government Action
The Sexual Integrity Forum calls on the Federal Government to develop a National Sexual Integrity policy document to address the increasing level of sexual exploitation within Australian society. We believe that the Sexual Integrity Strategic Plan is a foundation for such a policy document. The Sexual Integrity Forum believes that a National Sexual Integrity policy document should include a National Sexual Integrity impact statement on all relevant legislation. The Sexual Integrity Forum also calls on the government to co-ordinate a National Sexual Integrity clearinghouse on matters relating to sexual integrity. 
Priority must be given to the urgent implementation of a mandatory national filtering strategy for the Internet.
The Sexual Integrity Forum calls on the Government to implement the following:

· A public Parliamentary enquiry into sexual exploitation and the public cost of pornography to our society.
· A review of media guidelines in respect to sexual integrity.

· A national survey in regard to community attitudes to sexual integrity.

· Develop a Sexual Integrity Curriculum for primary and secondary schools.

2) Mandatory Filtering of the Internet
The Internet is the new broadcast medium of the future and will soon take over from radio and TV as the premium broadcast communications network. Just as radio and TV have government regulation for the common good, so should the new broadcast mediums of the future have government regulation for the common good.

Research shows that minors, including young children, are exposed both accidentally and deliberately to sexually explicit material via the Internet. This is a form of child sexual abuse which leads to serious and lasting harm. The widespread availability of sexually explicit material via the Internet exploits and degrades women, destroys families and imposes significant costs on the community. 

The Sexual Integrity Forum calls on the Federal Government to legislate implementation of a national system of mandatory filtering to block access to pornographic material at Internet service provider level. The most recent advances in filtering technology have made such a mandatory scheme technically feasible and economically affordable.
3) Media Campaign to Encourage Sexual Integrity in Relationships

We call on the Government and media to work together so that all forms of public communication portray healthy relationship images and encourage sexual integrity. We propose the following:
· Revisit classification standards in order to raise the standards of sexual integrity.

· A media campaign to encourage sexual integrity. 

· Informing people and empowering people to have a voice in the democratic process by inviting the whole community to be part of the sexual integrity consultation process.
· A promotional campaign to encourage education in relationship skilling to prevent marriage breakdown and relationship dysfunction.

4) A Call for Responsible Television and Improved Government Legislation 

Australia’s social situation is characterised by increasing levels of breakdown of family and relationships, sexual dysfunction, sexual abuse, a rise in sexually transmitted diseases, sexual exploitation and sexual crime. All of these identified problems are often exacerbated by the media and their distorted depiction of human sexuality. The media not only reflects the surrounding culture but has powerful influence in shaping cultural and social norms. We encourage the media to recognise its civic/social responsibility and potential to become positive contributors in the areas of human sexuality and personal relationships. Therefore we recommend the following policy directives for: responsible television classification, reform of the Office of Film and Literature Classification, greater protection for our children when using the Internet, and the introduction of a government health warning for sexually explicit material.
We recommend that the Federal Government creates legislation that:
a) All free to air programming have permanent discreet codified content indicators throughout the duration of all programs. Such as S for Sex, N for Nudity, H for Horror, CL for Coarse Language etc., for the purpose of the individual viewer making informed viewing choices. Similar discrete indicators are currently in use by many stations as station logo in the corner of the screen. This will assist parents to monitor their children's television viewing. 
b) Ensures content descriptions accurately reflect what is actually in any given program.
c) That the legislation is enforced with more appropriate and stronger penalties for non- compliance. 
5) Reform of the Office of Film and Literature Classification (OFLC)
We call for reform of the Office of Film and Literature Classification (OFLC) including:
a) Amend existing OFLC guidelines to make them more objective.

b) Review of the procedure by which people are appointed to the Classification and Review Boards and the length of time they are exposed to such desensitising material.

c) Ensuring that the OLFC abide by the reformed guidelines.

d) Amend the procedures for appeals against OFLC classification board decisions which will enable simplification of the appeal process.
6) Protect our Children from Pornography
We recommend that the Federal, State and Territory Governments legislate so that:

Material which contains pictorial, editorial or any content of a sexual nature that is clearly intended for an adult only clientele, no longer be accessed by, displayed to, or sold to any one under the age of 18. For example, simple restrictions can be implemented, such as height restrictions for display areas (eg 1.75m), blinder racks and opaque wrapping where only the title is visible.

7) Government Health Warning
We wish to submit a recommendation that the Federal Government legislate the placement of a Visible Warning Label (such as is currently displayed on tobacco products and CD covers) on all sexually explicit material such as:
WARNING

Sexually explicit material may cause

sexual addiction and can lead to
personal and relational difficulties.
8) Child Sexual Abuse and the Need for Help Centres and Education Programmes

In the light of the enormous personal, family and economic costs of child sexual abuse, which more than 1 million Australians report having suffered, we propose the establishment of Child Sexual Abuse Help Centres and an educational multimedia campaign to:

a) Expose the problem of child sexual abuse by exposing the culture of secrecy, silence and shame.

b) Train parents to empower their children to recognise and reject abusive behaviour.

c) Train children to trust their instinctive rejection of inappropriate adult behaviour.

d) Inform and educate about child sexual abuse through co-ordinated website development. 

e) Provide assistance to those affected, through Child Sexual Abuse Help Centres. 
f) Provide training and support of workers in Child Sexual Abuse Help Centres to assist child victims.

g) Provide assistance for those adult victims who want to break the cycle of abuse, and child sexual abuse offenders who genuinely want help.

9) Ending Sexual Slavery
The Sexual Integrity Forum would like to congratulate the Government on its recent reforms to combat the international trafficking of women for prostitution in Australia. We encourage the Government to continue to move forward as much more needs to be done. The Sexual Integrity Forum believes that the Government must also look at how the demand for sexual slavery is created. The ever increasing flood of pornographic material and the legalisation of prostitution in some states of Australia is causing increased demand for trafficking in international persons for prostitution. The Sexual Integrity Forum advocates for the ending of sexual slavery of all types and in particular the ending of international trafficking of women for prostitution in Australia by:

a) The Federal Government must enforce Article 6 of the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), which Australia ratified on 28 July 1983. This convention clearly states, ‘State parties shall take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to suppress all forms of traffic and exploitation of prostitution of women.’ The Sexual Integrity Forum calls upon the Federal Government to bring the states that have legalised prostitution into line with the UN CEDAW by making the exploitation of women through the legalisation of prostitution illegal.

b) Increased profiling and greater scrutiny of at risk people by Department of Immigration and the Australian Federal Police at the point of entry.

c) Increased government assistance and a call for the public to support the Australian Federal Police as they work to expose the prostitution trafficking networks that are still operating in Australia; e.g., the Australian Federal Police ‘New Girl’ campaign to expose prostitution trafficking networks.

d) Initiate a media campaign to expose the truth about the exploitation of women through prostitution and the sex trafficking industry.

e) Further development of the protection of trafficked persons with full respect for their human rights. (New UN protocol.)
10) Sexual Integrity Educational Initiative
The Sexual Integrity Forum calls on the Government to support and fund community-based education initiatives to break the current cycle of relationship dysfunction. It might be noted that much of relationship dysfunction is related to the increased levels of sexual dysfunction within our society. The Sexual Integrity Forum calls on the government to become proactive in policy development in the following ways:
· Introduce sexual integrity as part of the core curriculum in schools. These could be incorporated into existing PDHPE Programs.
· Mentoring/ peer support programs in sexual integrity.
· Character building programs focusing on sexual integrity.
· Promoting gender equality through sexual integrity.
· Adult sexual integrity relationship education through new Family Relationship Centres.
· Tertiary courses in sexual integrity.
· Government introduced financial incentives for participants to undertake relationship education in sexual integrity. 
· Tax deductibility for organisations providing courses in sexual integrity.

